
 

This situation update provides a snapshot of the inter-agency regional humanitarian response in full coordination with host 
Governments and partners across the region. 

 

Photo: Distributing Tents in Urgun district, Paktika Credit: ORCD 

1 

AFGHANISTAN 

KHOST & PAKTIKA SITUATION UPDATE 
3 December 2014  

1. KHOST & PAKTIKA UPDATE 

Last week, UNHCR and partners conducted a mission 
to Paktika province, to coordinate with provincial 
authorities and other agencies, review progress and 
address ongoing challenges.  Nearly 10,000 families 
have been assessed, with the vast majority staying in 
Barmal district.1  Distributions of NFIs and shelter are 
continuing; UNICEF and DoE are providing education 
support to refugee children; IMC and partners are 
providing health services through a mobile clinic, 
vaccination teams and a static clinic.  Additional water 
points are being constructed in Urgun district, while 
additional funding is required for provision of potable 
water in Barmal.  Cases of malnutrition are also being 

treated in Urgun and surrounding areas.  Distribution of winterization assistance will start shortly in 
Paktika. 
 
In Khost, distributions of winterization assistance is continuing in Gulan camp and Spera district; 
distributions of wheat from the Strategic Grain Reserve will begin this week. TLO is currently 
conducting Focus Group Discussions with female beneficiaries, which will help agencies operating on 
the ground to identify gaps and protection concerns as well as determine appropriate interventions 
for this population. The results will be shared when available.  At the same time, UNHCR and 
Solidarités International have begun drilling a fifth borehole in the camp. 
 
The National Security Council together with relevant Ministries will launch the Integrated Response 
Plan (IRP) for Khost and Paktika, by mid-December.  The IRP focuses on the Government’s joint 
response and includes components from the Refugee Chapter of the Strategic Response Plan. 

 

2.1 PROTECTION CONCERNS 

UNHCR will begin verification of the new arrivals in the camp next week. Some families are reported 
to have recently arrived from Pakistan, while others have reported that they are coming from Spera 
and other remote districts.   ACTD has stated nutrition screening in the camp to determine if there 
are cases of Severe Acute Malnutrition, while at the same time there have been 603 reported cases 
of pneumonia during the month of November.  These reports highlight the concerns for children, 
elderly and other vulnerable individuals who are more susceptible to the harsh conditions and colder 
temperatures.  
 

                                                           
1
 This figure represents the accumulated number of families assessed in Khost and Paktika since the start of the 

crisis in June and consolidated in one single database managed by UNHCR).   
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2.2 HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE - SINCE 18 JUNE 2014 

 Food Assistance: WFP & partners have distributed one-month food rations to 40,065 families in 
Khost and Paktika since June; HNITPO & IMC are providing treatment for 657 children and 80 
pregnant and lactating women for moderate and severe malnutrition in both provinces; UNICEF 
has supported 29 Outpatient centres to address severe acute malnutrition; Tameer Millat 
Foundation has provided nutrition support to 300 mothers and 853 children 

 Health: WHO, UNICEF & IMC supported vaccinations for 47,280 children <10 in Khost and Paktika 
against polio; WHO has established 5 permanent polio vaccination teams in strategic points in 
Alisher, Gurboz, Gulan, Spera and Tani districts which have vaccine 26,725 children; HNITPO has 
set-up 3 mobile clinics in Khost and UNICEF/IMC have set-up two mobile clinics in Paktika; 
Tameer Millat Foundation has provide basic health services to 8,833 people  

 Mine Risk Reduction: MACCA/UNMAS partners Halo Trust and MDC have cleared 422,029m2 and; 
ARCS, OMAR and MDC have provided mine/ERW risk education to 31,181 individuals.  

 NFIs: CARE, IOM, IRC, NRC and UNHCR distributed NFIs to 24,025 families 

 Tents: CARE, IOM, IRC and UNHCR distributed tents to 9,568 families  

 Winterization: Firewood, charis (heating) and warm clothes have been distributed to 3,633 
families in the camp; charis, warm clothes, blankets and plastic sheets have been distributed to 
2,143 families in Spera. IRC plans to conduct winterization distributions to 2,000 families in Tani, 
Mando Zai and Nadar Shah Kot districts 

 WASH: 4 wells have been drilled in Gulan Camp and Solidarités is managing WASH activities; 
DAACAR has provided 410 emergency latrines in host communities, distributed 1,984 hygiene 
kits, and has provided 8.075 million litres of drinking water in communities; IRC distributed 583 
emergency latrines & hygiene kits; UNICEF is funding 50 wells in Paktika  

 Education: NRC set-up 80 transitional classrooms in Gulan camp, recruited and trained 80 
teachers and started lessons; UNICEF provided 5,000 school bags, 100 black boards, teacher kits 
and classroom tents in Paktika 

 SGBV & Women’s Health: UNFPA distributed 850 dignity kits and delivered two reproductive 
health kits to clinics to support 10,000 people 

3. NEXT STEPS 
 

Wednesday 17 December 2014: Kabul Task Force Meeting 14h00 UNHCR Compound, Kabul   
 

Agencies operating on the ground are encouraged to continue to provide updates regarding their 
planned and completed activities to ensure information is up-to-date and accurate for coordination 
and reporting purposes.  
 

 
Summary 
In mid-June, following military operations in North Waziristan Agency, Pakistan, families began crossing into Khost 
and Paktika provinces, Afghanistan. Many families left suddenly, with few belongings and settled in host 
communities, or Gulan camp, Gurboz district, Khost. UNHCR and partners have been on the ground since the 
situation began, conducting assessments, delivering assistance and coordinating response efforts. Food, water, 
sanitation, shelter, health and mine clearance continue to be urgent priorities.   
  

Contacts: 

Yumiko Takashima, UNHCR Afghanistan takashim@unhcr.org 

Maya Ameratunga, UNHCR Pakistan ameratun@unhcr.org 
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